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The Grand Canal in the Eyes of Literati in Qing Dynasty
——An Investigation Centered on Wu Xiqi’s Travel Diary
HU Meng-fei

(Research Institute of Canalology, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng, Shandong 252059, China )

Abstract: During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, a large number of literati traveled north or south
through the Grand Canal, leaving numerous records and descriptions of the canal towns, water conservan-
cy projects, and historical sites in their poems and diaries. These poems and diaries, as the first-hand ma-
terials for studying the related conditions of the canal at that time, are of great significance for deepening
the study of the cultural history of the canal. “Diary of Returning to Beijing” and “Records of Return to
the South” are two travel diaries written by Wu Xiqi, a litterateur in Qing Dynasty. With detailed records
of his two trips along the canal, they are of great historical value. In particular, the records of canal towns
and dams not only describe their current situation, but also verify their origins, which provides an impor-
tant perspective for us to study the history of canal cities and water conservancy in Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; Wu Xiqi;travel diary;the Grand Canal
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