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The Writing Tradition of Mourning Poems in Ancient China
SHEN Tong
(School of Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 30071, China)

Abstract: In the history of ancient Chinese literature, mourning poems refer to the poems in memory of the deceased

wives and concubines. Mourning poems have developed with the times and gradually formed a common writing

tradition. There are two kinds of mourning poems: the genuine mourning poems and the imaginary invalid poems.

Such poems were written within a year of his wife's death and on the anniversary of her death. The number of

mourning poems has dropped afterwards. Occasional writing occurred only when memory triggered by special



events at specific time and place. Highlighting the pain is the common feature of the two types of mourning poems,
and the writing time is therefore focused on the most painful moment of the loss of his wife. There are four main
reasons to highlight the grief: the permanent loss of the deceased; the destruction of human relationships; the fear of
death and worries about life, and the promotion of a funeral culture.

Key Words: mourning poems; writing tradition; characteristics
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