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A Study on the Waterway Transportation of the Yu River in the Yuan Dynasty
JIA Jianzeng
(School of History, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100, China)

Abstract: The Yu River was an important component of the waterway transportation system in the
Yuan Dynasty. By examining the “the Diary of the Special Envoy to Pray for Peace”, it can be seen that at
the beginning of the unification of the Yuan Dynasty, the Yu River was an important route for north-south
transportation, but the water transportation system of the Yu River was not well-developed at this time.
After the Grand Canal was fully connected, the Yu River became an important link in the north-south wa-
terway transportation of the Yuan Dynasty. The Yuan court set up water stations along the Yu River to
ensure its water source and manage flood control to ensure its smooth navigation. Additionally, the Yuan
court made improvements to the water transport along the upper reaches of the Wei River, adjusting the
locations of water stations and transport content. During the Yuan Dynasty, the Yu River was prosperous
in terms of water transportation, and Linqging, Lingzhou, and Cangzhou became important commercial cit-
ies along it. The development of the waterway transportation on the Yu River promoted economic and cul~
tural exchanges between the north and south, and consolidated the rule of the Yuan Dynasty.
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