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tangible culture and popular culture.
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On Three Groups of Epistemic Modality Expressions of Mengcun Dialect in Hebei Province
GAO Liang
(College of International Education, Beijing Information Science &. Technology University, Beijing 100085, China)
Abstract: There are three distinctive groups of epistemic modality expressions in Mengcun dialect: a.
Group DANG: dangbu (zhou/di) (YA (E/H)) s b. Group HENG: heng (zhou/di) (#&(F/#))); and c.
Group TIE: tie zhou/di(8:% /#)). These three groups of expressions have different modal semantic fea-
tures. Group DANG expresses possibility, which is a relatively low epistemic modality; Group HENG and
TIE express probability, which is a relatively high epistemic modality. In addition, group TIE has the
effect of strengthening the rhetorical tone. This present paper examines the interaction between different

modality strength and their syntactic behaviors, such as person selection, syntactic position, sentence

type, etc.
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Sadness and Happiness: The Journey of the Rebellious Mothers in Eugene O’ Neill’s Plays
ZHANG Shu-mian

(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Shandong University, Ji’nan, Shandong 250100, China)
Abstract: In Eugene O’ Neill’s plays, the three mothers, Abbie, Nina, and Mary {from Desire under
the Elm, The Strange Interlude, and Long Day’s Journey into Night, are all rebellious mothers. The
specific meaning of their sadness and happiness as mothers and the causes of their sadness and happiness
unravel their respective paths in life. Not willing to be hemmed in by the restrictions the historical context
imposes on them, the three mothers fight against the patriarchal system in their own way and therefore pay
the price and experience sadness. However, they more or less escape the moral blackmail of the laws and
regulations in the patriarchal society, pursuing their own lives and happiness. Only by completely breaking
the constraints of the patriarchal culture on the mother’s self-development and establishing a truly equal

gender culture for men and women will families and society be more harmonious.

Key words: Eugene O’ Neill; the image of rebellious mothers; Desire under the Elms; Strange Inter-
lude; Long Day’s Journey into Night [EEHE: T ]
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