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The produce and economy along the Hebei section of the Grand Canal during the Ming and Qing dynasties

reflected in the Canal poems

MA Ji-zhao!

, WANG Feng-li 2

(1.Basic Department, Qinhuangdao Vocational and Technical College, Qinhuangdao, Hebei 066100, China; 2. Hebei
Academy of Social Sciences, Shijiazhuang, Hebei 050051, China)

Abstract:

In addition to the unique literary value, poems about the Jing-Hang Grand Canal in the Ming and

Qing dynasties mirrored the daily life and social customs of those periods, offering valuable materials for the study

of regional history along the Canal. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, along the Hebei section of the Grand

Canal, wheat was the main crop; Jujube, peach, and pear were the most popular fruit trees; Changlu salt was the most

important economic product; Liquor distilled in Cangzhou gained tremendous popularity and was regarded as

cultural legendry over the hundreds of years. The above-mentioned elements feature in the Canal poems and could

be corroborated by historical records. The poems depicted the economic development and social panorama along the

Hebei section of the Grand Canal in a more detailed and vivid way.

Key Words: Grand Canal; Canal Poetry; Cangzhou
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