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The Past and Present Commentary on the King Xian of Hejian
WEI Yan-hong
(Dongzi College, Hengshui University, Hengshui, Hebei 053000,China)

Abstract: The King Xian of Hejian country made important contributions to the development of Confucianism in
the Han Dynasty. Much of his work are collecting and sorting out ancient books, offering books to the imperial court,
advocating highly the Six Arts, establishing court academician of researching classics, revising ceremony and music,
offering elegant music and so on. King Xian was praised in ancient time as a wise and knowledgeable king.
Nowadays, people think his greatest contribution is renovating ritual and music. His careful study about Confucian
classics provided favorable conditions for people to review Confucianism. His admiration of Classical Chinese
Classics led to disputes between ancient and modern classics. His academic spirit of seeking truth from facts is a
valuable asset to the cultural treasure house. Liu De made an important contribution to the prosperity of ancient
academic culture.

Key words: the King Xian Liu De; Emperor Wudi; careful study of the ancient works; seek truth from facts; the Six

Arts; Dong zhongshu
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